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Summary Information

Repository Arkansas State Archives

Title Company H, Third Arkansas Infantry, roll and casualty list

Date undated

Extent 0.01 Cubic feet 1 folder

Language English

Language of Materials Materials entirely in English.

Microform [Reel] MG00228

Preferred Citation

Company H, Third Arkansas Infantry, roll and casualty list, Arkansas State Archives, Little Rock,
Arkansas.
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Biographical/Historical Note

The 3rd Arkansas Infantry Regiment, also known as "Third Arkansas"; July 5, 1861 – April 12, 1865
was a regiment of the Confederate States Army during the American Civil War, and the most celebrated
unit from the state. Formed and initially commanded by Colonel Albert Rust, and later falling under
the command of Colonel Van. H. Manning, the regiment was part of the Army of Northern Virginia,
serving under General Robert E. Lee. The 3rd Arkansas Infantry Regiment served for the duration of
the war, from the late months of 1861, through to its surrender at Appomattox Court House in 1865. It
was the only regiment from the state of Arkansas to serve the entire war in the Eastern Theater, where
most of the major Civil War battles were fought. It was also the only Arkansas regiment to initially sign
up for the duration of the Civil War, with all other regiments from the state signing on for a one-year
enlistment. Company H — "The Orphan Company", commanded by Captain Reed, a mixed Arkansas/
Kentucky company. The fledgling company had only gathered 33 volunteers, only a third of that needed
to constitute a full company. Two companies of Arkansas volunteers from Ashley county, passing
through Nashville, Tennessee, on their way to Virginia to form the Third Arkansas Infantry, met Samuel
V. Reid, of Kentucky, who had brought 30 of his fellow Kentuckians down to Tennessee, looking for a
regiment to attach themselves to. It was proposed that the two groups of volunteers join forces to fit out
a full company for the Third Arkansas. The commissioned and non-commissioned officer appointments
would be equally divided among the two groups, with Reid becoming captain and Gibson becoming First
Lieutenant. Accordingly, the Kentuckians enlisted at Nashville on June 10; the Arkansawyers enlisted
at Tyro on June 15; and the new company traveled to Lynchburg, Virginia, where it was assigned to
the Third Regiment, Arkansas Volunteers, as Company H, July 1861. Colonel Albert Rust, regimental
commander, referred to the company as "my orphans", a name which the men adopted as "The Orphan
Company". In keeping with its cosmopolitan nature, Company H also recruited quite a few Virginians
during the war. During its four years of service, 116 men served in Company H, only nine of them
remained when the company was surrendered at Appomattox Court House

Scope and Contents

This collection contains material for Company H, Third Arkansas Infantry.

Administrative Information
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Publication Information

Arkansas State Archives 05/28/2021

Conditions Governing Access

This collection is open for research use. The ASA possesses the material listed in this finding aid in
the original format, but due to preservation concerns this collection is accessible to the public through
microfilm format.

Conditions Governing Use

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17-U.S. Code) governs the making of photocopies or other
reproductions of copyrighted material. The person using this material is liable for any infringement.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Unknown.
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Collection Inventory

Undated: Roll of Company H, Third Arkansas Infantry, C.S.A. 

Undated: Casualty List 
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